
Honoring a Trailblazer in Justice: Judge  

Karen Bennett-Haron 

 

Las Vegas’s First Black Woman Appointed to the Justice Court 

When we talk about leaders who’ve changed lives in Nevada, we have to mention 

Judge Karen Bennett-Haron. Her story is one of determination, service, and 

breaking barriers — all rooted right here in Las Vegas. Born and raised in Nevada, 

she has spent her life giving back to the same community that raised her. 

Judge Bennett-Haron went to Western High School and later earned her degree in 

political science from Hampton University, a historically Black college in Virginia. 

Then she took the next big step — law school at Thurgood Marshall School of Law, 

where she earned her law degree and prepared to stand up for justice. 

A Career Built on Service, Equity, and Community 

 

After law school, she started her legal career working under Judge Thomas Foley, 

then moved on to work as an Assistant Federal Public Defender in Nevada. In 

simple terms, that means she helped people who couldn’t afford a lawyer — often 

those most at risk of being ignored or treated unfairly. That sense of fairness 

would follow her throughout her career. 

Between 1991 and 1996, she worked in private law, focusing on criminal defense 

(helping people in court), municipal finance, and housing law. She also worked 

with the Las Vegas Housing Authority and the Clark County School District, helping 

make sure families had access to housing and support. That matters more than 



people think — especially for families raising children with special needs like 

autism, where stable housing and local services are key. 

In 1996, she became General Counsel (the lead lawyer) for the Housing Authority 

full-time and continued her fight for families and fairness in public housing. 

Then, in 2002, history was made. She received an appointment to the Las Vegas 

Justice Court and became the first African American woman to be appointed to 

any level of the justice system in Nevada. Just two years later, the people of Las 

Vegas officially elected her to continue serving on the bench. 

Her work extends far beyond the courtroom. She is engaged with numerous major 

legal and civil rights organizations including the National Bar Association, Nevada 

Judges Association, and the NAACP. She firmly embodies the values of justice, 

dignity and equal opportunity for all people. 

And for families navigating autism — especially Black and underserved families — 

leaders like Judge Bennett-Haron make an impact. Her work in housing, education 

and fair legal defense helps to open the door for systems to be more inclusive and 

compassionate for neurodiverse communities. 

 

Thank You, Judge Bennett-Haron 

 

LV Criminal Defense (400 S. 7th St #401, Las Vegas, NV 89101, 702-623-6362), 

thank Judge Karen Bennett-Haron for her service, courage and example. Her work 

demonstrates how we can incorporate leadership and compassion. 

https://www.lvcriminaldefense.com/

